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Directorate of Students’ Welfare

Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University
6 C, Dywark

Dated: 14.10.2022

NOTICE

Child Marriage Free India- Safe Childhood Safe India Campaign Launch

Kailash Satyarthi Children’s Foundation (KSCF) is launching the initiative titled as Child
fe

Marriage Free India- Safe Childhood S

India on 16.10.2022 to make students and citizens

aware of the prevention and prohibition of child marriage. A detailed communication
received to this effect is attached herewith.

All the students are encouraged to take participation in the event as per the schedule

mentioned in the communication.

Copy to
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(Dr. Vandana Singh)
Associate Director (DSW)

. AII Deans / Directors (USS & Affiliated Institutions) for information to circulate

amongst the students

. AR to Hon’ble Vice Chancellor-for kind information of Hon’ble Vice Chancellor

AR to Registrar-for kind information of the Registrar
In-charge, Server Room with a request to upload on University website for

information of all concerned.
fop””
Ceraj lﬁ}\(

Section Officer (SW)

. Guard File
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An Appeal :
by

Shri Kailash Satyarthi

Mydearsistersandbrothers,

Iwrite to you on the occasion of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, for us to come
together to wipe off a social evil in our society. Since we have walked
thousands of miles together to put an end to crimes and injustices
against children, Ihave completefaithinyou. °

ohi —— . . This .
evil custom has been in practice for centuries and it needs to be °
abolished from our modern-day lives. This custom is an immoral deed,

whichto our misfort
essence of chil i in our society. Our

made to work under servitude as domestic labourers under the quise of °
child marriage. We see a disheartening reality where our young
daughters face grave sexual exploitation in the name of a social custom
every other day. Many innocent girls are not even aware that the lively
wedding costumes, and lovely designs painted on their hands and alta-
coloured feet, are truly like a fire whose smoke will smother them for the -
restof theirlives and eventually shatter their souls.

When | was younger, there was a lady in my neighborhood. She wore a

.itwasheronly her e was
forbidden from attending any auspicious events in the neighborhood,
such bir like Teej which is
typically observed by married women, she was forced to stay indoors.

ye

to hear a fewloving words from Kids like us. Where are your kide, | once
questioned her? She then responded, "Son, | was only eight or nine years
old when | got married. Two years older than me, my husband passed

Pl inthis?Eventoday, Ican
clearly recall her words, the agony on her face, and the expressionless
100k in her eyes. A few years later, when | travelled to Mathura and
Vrindavan, | witnessed innumerable mothers and sisters who were in ~
poorshap: itinginsil theend of theirlives. ~

Afewyearsago, ayoung 16-17-year-old girl had been enticed from Assam

and married off toaman who was not only three times her age but also of

.msound mind. Eventually, she was rescued by us from a village in

Haryana. T ashisvife, brother.
therestof
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and set her free. She told me after being rescued, "My father is
Very poor and disabled. | didn't want to burden him. | was
brought to Delhi by a man under the pretence of marriage. He
did, however, sellme for 20,000 rupees. How will | show my face
tomyfather whenlgohome?

We managed ince herandsh ly

with her brother. But under these circumstances, a lot of these
girls even turn to suicide as an ultimate decision. Under the
guise of marriage, trafficking forces a lot of girls into
Prostitution. Our organization has prevented numerous girls in
South India from being trafficked by affluent Sheikhs from

Only last week, our activists rescued a 14-year-old girl from
Jaipur. In December last year, a friend of her mother had taken
RS 3 lakh from a man from Dholpur district in exchange for
marriage to the girl. After being rescued, she said, "At my in-
faws' house, throughout the day | was made to work like a slave.
For the slightest mistake, | was beaten up badly. My husband
sexually assaulted me several times, when I didn' conceive, |

Friends, by attaining independence with significant sacrifices
and renouncements, our forebearers propelled India to the
forefront of the world in many fields in the past 75 years. They
contributed to everything we are today. But many of their
aspirations and works remain unfulfilled. Who will carry them
outif notus?

For the past 42 years, we have fought against slavery and child
labour to fulfl the aspirations of our martyrs, who sacrificed
their lives fighting for independence. After decades of struggle,
we were able to win children's Right to Education; this was our
modest homage to the creators of our Constitution. We were
aware that sexual exploitation and abuse of young children
were on the rise. We started the "Safe Childhood - Safe India"
campaign in response to this. This campaign attracted
everybody's attention and as a result, grew in importance. As
the country's population became more informed, several rules
and stringent laws were implemented. The activism of the
judiciary increased. It was an effort to uphold morality and
character in society. The major concern right now is child
abuse, harassment, and exploitation of children — al of which
had decreasedin the last few years but as a result of COVIDIS, it
seems to have reversed and risen at an alarming rate. Child
marriage is one of them. Our youth workers have prevented
numerous child marriages in many villages over the past two
andahalfyears.

Child marriage is prohibited by law in our country. Even after
marriage, physi i ild
are crimes that carry harsh punishments. In addition, many
state governments have introduced favourable social security

The fact that so many of our daughters are not ready to endure
this injustice is a source of pride and inspiration for us. They
have armed themselves against it. They are protesting it by
raising their voice. They are fighting against their parents,
relatives and communities by not only opposing their marriage
themselves but also supporting other girls. There are many
such brave girls among them who have even reported their
father and brothers to the authorities for forcing them into
marriage. They are dismantling the long-standing web of
misogynistic traditions, shame, and the dread of society and
claiming their rights. Among them is Payal of Hansla village in
Rajasthan, Neemdi's Tara Banjara, Kajal, Radha, Deepika, and
Rajkumarifrom Jharkhand, er daughter
Who have made their villages example of social progress. |
applaud their courage.

No matter how motivating these instances are, they cannot
entirely eradicate this evil and criminality. Along with societal
consciousness and awareness, fear of the law and widespread
legal action is also required to end this evil. We have therefore
made the decision to start a national campaign against child
marriage. ign aif reduct /s statistic
on child marriage from the current 23% to 10% by the end of
2025. It should be the biggest, most comprehensive, and most
effective campaigninthe history of the world.

Our hope s for one crore people across the nation to take part
and support our campaign against child marriage. This effort
will be promoted by thousands of our activists as well as social
organizations, youth and women's groups, panch-sarpanches
of village panchayats, local authorities, religious leaders,
educators, child protection committees and institutions. The
campaign will be flagged off on the historic evening of October
16,2022.0n that day. 50,000 women and girls in 10,000 villages
will pledge to eradicate the shame associated with child
marriage. They will make this pledge with torches, candles, or
earthenlampsin their hands.

ly . visualize thi h

people from thousands of towns around the nation walk side by
side, step by step, carrying a flame of light in their hands and a
fire burning inside their hearts. On that evening of October 16,
one sun would be setting in the sky, but the other sun would be
risingfromthe soil of India

Remember, people who sit in the audience gallery to clap or to
criticize, don't make history. The makers of history are those
who jump into the ring with courage. Today, I call upon you to
become a creator, to witness this golden chapter being written
inthe history of India.

Never forget that history isn't made by spectators. History is
created by those who bravely enter the fray. As this glorious
chapter in India's history is being written, | urge you to

the
are of legal age. In spite of this, 23 out of 100 girls marry before
turning 18yearsold.

My friends, whose children are these? They are Mother India's
children. These are our daughters, our sisters. We also have a
duty

L ply

Yourfriend,

N

Kailash Satyarthi
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“In the age to study, grow and shine,

child marriage is a crime”
- Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash Satyarthi

Child Marriage is a crime which is rooted in gender
inequality and has strong linkages to sexual abuse,
trafficking, chi i h It
denies girls their rights, choice, participation and
undermines numerous development priorities
hindering progress towards a more equal, healthy and
Prosperousworld.

Chil

. which

in our society since times immemorial. It has no barriers
of caste, culture or religion. India is home to the largest
number of childbridesi ithgirls asyoung
years old are married off to men much older to them. The
Covid 19 pandemic further exacerbated the problem with
increased instances of adolescent girls being married
off.

Child marriage brings an abrupt end to a girls childhood
on one hand and threatens her health on the other, it
triggers the vicious cycle of inter-generational poor

e ———
CHILD MARRIAGE STATUS
IN/INDIA

The latest National Family Health Survey
(2019-21) shows that although there isa drop in
the overallrate of child marriages, from 26.

in the National Family Health Survey (NFHS 4)
t023.3% in NFHSS, itis still high despite laws.
programmes and schemes in place to address

theissue. Today, every fourth woman surveyed
in the age group of 20 t0 24 was married before

theyturned 18

As per the Census of India in 2011, 51.57,863
found married before attainment of

thelegalage of marriage which constitutes 2.4

percentoft s(Below 18 Years)

inthe country

health, thus affecting the economic development of the
country.

In the year 2017, Bharat Yatra, a Pan-India march was
called by Kailash Satyarthi Childrens Foundation (KSCF)
under’ ip of the Nobel Peace L i
Satyarthi on the issue of ending sexual violence against
children. The March aimed to bring about institutional,
legal and policy changes for prevention of exploitation of
children and ensuring time bound justice for the child
victims of crime. While there has been substantial
change in laws, policies, implementations post Bharat
Yatra, yet the fight against violence against children
continues, as the age old crime of child marriage is still
posing a threat and needs to be addressed at all level for
creatingasafe childhood.

WHY CHILD MARRIAGE FREE INDIA -
SAFE CHILDHOOD SAFE INDIA NOW?

Child g i

attention by the stakeholders including decision-
makers, youth, civil society, mediaand the citizens of the
country. Now is the time to act and come together to
eradicate this offence and prevent childrentofalling prey
tothiscrime.

Kailash Satyarthi Children’s Foundation (KSCF), founded
bythe aureate Kailash iwilllaunch
a Pan-india campaign on creating Child Marriage Free
India. The campaign will be covering 5,000 villages and
engaging more than 10 million citizens across the
country to spread the message on prevention and
prohibition of child marriage. The primary objective of
the campaign is to reduce child marriages by 10% from
the currentlevel of 23.3% by end of the campaignin 2025.

Social Awareness through Marches have been a
successful strategy of KSCF in addressing issues and
through the awareness campaigns have managed to
highlight theissue of violence against childrento the fore
front.
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THE GOAL

To create a Child Marriage Free India

THE OBJECTIVES THE IMPACT

+  Decrease in child marriage instances from 23.3% Child Marriage Free India initiative with its pan India
(NFHS 5) to 10% by 2025 through the sustained  outreach and sustained engagement with panchayat and
engagement of women and community leaders in
thevillages

Strengthened community and village level
institutions (Sarpanch, religious leaders, local

i creating Child Marriag India

50,000 women leaders sensitised and equipped to THE OUTCOME
workonthe prevention of childmarriage

women leaders will help decrease child marriage instances
from23.3% in 2019-21(NFHS 5)to 10% by 2025

50,000 women leader’s active participation to end child

marriage

30million girls at high risk of getting married before the

legal age to be protected from the social evil by
sensitizing the family members and strengthening the

STRATEGY TO ADDRESS CHILD MARRIAGE intuitional framework.

WITH SUSTAINED ACTION

Prevention through immediate reporting and legal
actionincases of childmarriage

~

3. Increase in number of registered child marriage cases
by300%
+ Women leadership and community participation 4 50,000 Panchayats sensitized to work towards
fromthevillages eliminating childmarriage n theirvillages.
+ Bringfocusongirls healthandnutrition 5. 50millongirlsto get i .
+ Developing local leadership through children, tolByearsotage
womenandyouthgroups 6. Strong monitoring mechanism institutionalized at the

Legalactionagainst childmarriage districtlevel
+ SDG Target 5.3: Eliminate all harmful practices,
suchas child, early and forced marriage and female

genital mutilation

STAKEHOLDERS

« AanganwadiSevika + Teachers + Communitymembers

. + Rep ives of School . Representatives of Bal
. p i Sansad /children/youth
+ H +  Villag: group

.« Samp: y: . P .

+ Survivors «  Childprotectioncommittees . NGOs

SATYARTHI

RAILASIE SATYARTIH CHILDRENS FOUDATION

Registered Office: L-6, Ill Floor, Kalkaji, New Delhi 110 019 ©T. +91 1149211102
@KSCFIndia  /KSCFIndia | /KSCFIndia info@satyarthi.org

To report, call the complaint cell number 1800 102 7222
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